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A LONG and often neglected part of Portland’s 
rich history is finally getting some much-needed 
attention.
The Portland Battery is the site of a major upgrade, 

featuring a clearing of non-native vegetation, 
trimming of native vegetation, removing and 
reinstating car park wheel stops, resurfacing the car 
park area with crushed rock, replacing the chain link 
bollards and reinstatement of a walking path next to 
the Battery.  
As a first step in the makeover Portland signwriter 

Andrew Bryant, also the chairman of the Friends of 
the Portland Battery group, made some interpretive 
signage for the area.
The Glenelg Shire Council work on the heritage-

listed site began about two weeks ago when, on its 
arborist’s advice, a large pine tree deemed dangerous 
was removed from the area.
Current work is expected to be completed in 

late-June, following which funding will be sought 
for more substantial items such as beautification and 
accessibility.
Glenelg Shire councillor Geoff White, a former 

resident of the area, said the work was the result of 
many years of advocacy.
“The precinct up there has gone into decline 

considerably, which was a concern,” he said.
“In the last few years I’ve taken a close interest in 

what might be able to be done to further the situation 
so that we could return it to its former glory, at the 
same time ensuring the historic integrity of the site.
“Things have moved along slowly but I was party 

to organising a meeting a few years ago of interested 
people.”
That meeting saw about 30 people attend the 

Richmond Henty Hotel and the formation of Friends 
of the Portland Battery.
It included the likes of Bill Collett and Mr Bryant, 

both strong advocates for the cause.
“Then we had a structure working on seeing what 

we could do,” Cr White said.
“With the assistance of (council chief executive 

Greg Burgoyne) and others in the (council) team 
we’ve been able to get where we are today.”
Any work on the site will follow Heritage Victoria 

guidelines, as well as advice from the council’s 
heritage advisor.
“What we’ve got now is the necessary approvals to 

begin the work.”
Cr White said it was a great opportunity to connect 

the Battery with the foreshore, a walk that will 
ultimately link to Maretimo. 
Funding for the foreshore part of that project was 

received from the state government last week.
That could establish a history trail and marine 

precinct.
“It’s so good that works have begun with a view to 

restoring it to its rightful place among all the historic 
sites we have such as Henty’s plough, the Rocket 
Shed and the Admella lifeboat,” Cr White said.
And further down the track, the site could be used 

for other events.
In the past a blank shot was fired from the cannon 

on Anzac Day, something Cr White would like to 
see return.
The site also used to be the home of the Portland 

Australia Day event.
The Battery was built in 1889, to protect Portland 

from the threat of the time, fears of a Russian 
invasion.
It last underwent major restoration in 1984.
The Battery features three cannons; 80-, 68- and 

32-pound smooth bore guns.

Portland Battery gets a makeover

GLENELG Shire councillor Geoff White is delighted with the makeover for the Portland Battery site. Picture: KAREN HODGE 200520kh06

SOME of the signs explaining the significance of what is present at the Portland Battery.
Pictures: KAREN HODGE 200429kh08

MORE Portland Battery signs.
Pictures: KAREN HODGE 200520kh07

ALLIED Health Professionals from 
Mpower have continued to provide high 
quality early Childhood Intervention 
Services for NDIS participants through 
online platforms such as Zoom and Webex 
during the coronavirus pandemic.
On Portland and Heywood Mpower has 

continued to assist young children engage in 
interactive activities to assist in the weekly 
progress required to reach their goals.
Mpower is based in Warrnambool and 

provides services and support throughout the 
region for people with disabilities and those 
who are disadvantaged or underprivileged.
Mpower’s Early Childhood Intervention 

Team consists of speech pathologists, 
occupational therapists, a behavioural 
therapist, early childhood intervention 
teachers and early childhood intervention 
assistants. 
The switch to virtual meetings and provision 

of services has created new learning 

opportunities for the entire team. Through 
much learning and exploration, the team 
collectively have found new ways to create 
interactive games and activities to enable 
children to practice skills directly related to 
their NDIS goals via the online platforms. 
Speech pathologist Jasmin Prewett reports 

that use of online platforms has enabled her 
and the team to overcome initial barriers 
to service delivery that resulted from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
“Through access to Zoom and Webex, I 

have been able to connect with most of the 
participants I see regularly in a virtual “face 
to face” capacity,” she said. 
Ms Prewett highlighted the important role 

families continue to play in early childhood 
intervention in the current virtual therapy 
environment, “with the support of participants’ 
families, we have been able to engage in fun, 
interactive and learning-packed sessions that 
incorporate valuable skill-based practice”.  

“Online intervention has presented a 
wonderful learning opportunity for all 
involved, it has created a platform upon which 
therapists and families alike can become 
creative in the ways each session is tailored 

to every individual client’s needs and goals. 
“It is exciting to see how adaptive families 

and allied health professionals can be to 
ensure NDIS participants continue to have 
access to the services they need.”

Health professionals make 
use of virtual connectivity

MPOWER speech pathologist Meg Hol is using virtual tools to connect with clients such as 
Portland’s Jamie Radcliffe while coronavirus restrictions prevent face-to-face sessions.
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